[Results of surgical therapy of stomach carcinoma in the elderly].
In our hospital 35% of the patients undergoing resection for gastric carcinoma are over 70 years old. This group was divided into three age groups; clinico-pathological features, operative morbidity and mortality as well as long-term prognosis were compared with findings taken from a control group of subjects under 70 years old. No differences were noted in the distribution of the UICC stages and the incidence of early gastric cancer. The number of subtotal gastric resections was significantly higher in older patients. During the past 10 years the perioperative morbidity and mortality rates have decreased markedly and only minor differences in comparison with the control group have been recorded. However, the 5-year survival rate was significantly lower in the age group above 80 years old (13.7%) than in the control group (48.7%). Univariate analysis of prognostic factors showed the UICC stage, lymph node metastases, resection line involvement and the patient's age to be of significance. In contrast, in the multivariate analysis age was not of prognostic value.